DE  MONTAIGNE

moreover," the Essayist proceeds, " that, had it

in his choice, he would rather have been born

in Venice than in Sarlat, and with good reason.

But he had another maxim sovereignly imprinted
in his soul, to obey and very religiously to submit
tD die laws under which he was born. There never
v;as a better citizen,, nor one more attached to his
country's repose; never one more hostile to the
commotions and innovations of his time; he
would much sooner have employed his powers in
extinguishing than in adding fuel to these. His
spirit was modelled to the pattern of ages other

ours," *

It may be that in reducing the age of the writer
of the Discourse from eighteen to sixteen, Mon-
taigne desired to diminish the responsibility of La
Boetie for the opinions and sentiments therein ex-
pressed. He wishes it to be regarded as the bril-
liant declamation of a young student on the gen-
eral topic of monarchical tyranny, and as having
oo relation to contemporary events in France.
The historian De Thou, on the contrary, connects
the origin of the Contr'un with the feelings
aroused in La Beetle's spirit by the revolt of the
Gabelle, in 1548, and its savage punishment at the
hands of Montmorenci. La Boetie in 1548 was
eighteen years of age, and, according to De Thou,

* Essays, I, 27.
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